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Vice President HuberiTL Humphrey appealed pri- 
vately to President Johnson and other Party leaders to 
move the Democratic National Convention last August 
from Chicago to Miami. 

Humphrey’s entreaties to the White House and to 
Democratic National Chairman John M. Bailey were 

'based on intelligence reports 
of impending trouble in Chi- 
cago, it was reliably learned 
yesterday. 

White House Press Secre- 
tary George C. Christian said 
j yesterday he had “never heard 

of” the Humphrey proposal 
for .shifting the Convention 
site. 

Other sources said, however, 
that the Vice President was 
concerned about the possibil- 
ity of a large-scale “black 
power” demonstration as well 
as disruptions by vacationing 
college students. 

Rebuff and Concession 

Party officials were con- 
cerned that such a move 
would be interpreted as a hu- 
miliating rebuff to Mayor 
Richard J. Daley and a conces- 
sion — as one source put it— to 
“agitators.” 

Chicago paid the Demo- 
cratic Party $750,000 in cash 
lor the privilege of serving s 
the Convention’s host city. 

The dispute over the Con- 
vention sue was one of several 
previously unreported con- 
ilicts mat swept me top levels 
01 ijtovernment on the eve of 
the uemocratic Convention. 

Another found Mayor Daley 
and Justice Department offi- 
cials at loggerheads over the 
question of negotiating with 
antiwar demonstrators to 
avert violence during the Con- 
vention. 

Negotiations Barred 

Meeting privately with the 
Mayor, Justice Department of- 
ficials on two separate occa- 



sions couunseled him to neg- 
tiate with the leaders of the 
antiwar group. Deputy Attor- 
ney General Warren Christo- 
pher represented the Depart- 
ment in the dealings with 
Daley. 

Daley refused to consider 
negotiating with the war 
protesters. At one session, he 
chided Federal officials for 
failing to act against “outside 
agitators” whom he felt were 
intent on disrupting the city 
as well as the Convention. 

The Federal officials finally 
abandoned their efforts to per- 
suade the Mayor to take a con- 
ciliatory course. “There justl 
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was no communication,” said 
one of the participants. 

Still another point of dis- 
pute was whether Federal 
troops should be moved into 
the Chicago area to contain 
outbreaks of violence. 

Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark was the only member of j 
a Cabinetdevel advisory group 
to argue against “pre-position- 
ing” of troops. He was out- 
voted by other White House 
advisers — ^including Presiden- 
tial trouble-shooter Cyrus 
Vance and Special Assistant 
Joseph Califano according to 
authoritative government 
sources. 

This, too, was a victory for 
Daley who wanted a strong 
Federal troop presence in Chi- 
cago to suppress a riot- He 
was deeply apprehensive 
about a disorder on the scale 
of Chicago’s April riot when a 



large section of the city’s 
downtown was burned. 

Officials have been reluc- 
tant to discuss the role of city 
and Federal' officials in the 
Convention disorders because 
a grand jury has been empa- 
neled in Chicago to investi- 
gate charges against police as 
well as the demonstrators 

It_ , was . learned, however, 
that a. week before, the Con- 
vbntion Daley privately repri- 
manded ■ his Superintgndenf'of 
Police, James B. Conlisfc, and 
Illinois National Guard Com- 
mander Gen. Richard T. Dunn 
for not having taken more 
forceful action during the 
April riots. 

He served notice that he did 
not expect them to make the 
same mistake during the Dem- 
ocratic Convention. This ad- 
monition did much to set the 
tone for police action during 
the Convention, according to 
one well-placed source. 



The decision to move troops 
into Chicago reflected concern 
in the city and in the White 
House that a disorder could 
rage out of control too rapidly 
for later reinforcement. 

President Johnson was per- 
sonally concerned that it 
would take nearly a day to 
transport and deploy troops in 
the city, said one source privy 



to the pre^Convention deliber- 
ations. The Attorney General 
alone felt that military and po- 
lice intelligence showed no 
threat to the city so great that 
troops were required. 

Historically, Attorney Gen- 
erals have been reluctant to 
take the preliminary steps 
by which Presidential action is 
triggered for use of troops in 
civil distirrbanceS^ 



